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axillary, cymose or solitary,, usually bracteate; pedicels articulated
under the flower Calyx inferior, gamosepalous, often accrescent in
fruit; lobes 3-7. Corolla gamopetalous; lobes 3-7, usually contorted,
twisting to the right. Male flowers: Stamens as many or 2-3-times
as many as the corolla-lobes or indefinite, usually hypogynous, fila-
ments free or paired or variously connate; anthers narrow, erect,
basifixed, dehiscing longitudinally (rarely by an apical pore), often
apiculate by the produced connective, often hairy. Ovary rudimen-
tary or 0. Female flowers: Staminodes usually fewer than the
stamens of the male flowers or 0. Ovary superior, sessile; styles
2-8, free or more or less connate into a 2-8-fid style; cells as many
or twice as many as the styles, imperfectly septate; ovules twice as
many as the styles, attached to the inner angle of the cells, pendulous,
anatropous. Fruit coriaceous or fleshy, indehiscent, 1- or few- seeded.
Seeds pendulous, usually oblong, more or less compressed, longitudi-
nally 2-3-furrowed; testa thin or coriaceous, smooth; albumen copious,
uniform or ruminate; embryo axile; radicle superior.—Genera 7.
Species 320.—Tropics, especially Indo-Malaya.
The Order exhibits astringent, antipyretic, and anthelmintic pro-
perties.
diospyros Linn.
Trees or shrubs. Leaves alternate (rarely subopposite).
Flowers dioecious (rarely polygamous), in cymes which are axillary
or along the old branches, sometimes (the females often) reduced
to a single flower. Calyx gamosepalous, 3-7- (usually 4-5*) fid or
partite, pubescent and often accrescent beneath the fruit, rarely
truncate. Corolla urceolate, tubular, cainpanulate or hypocrateri-
form, more or less pubescent outside; lobes 3-7 (usually 4-5),
twisted to the right. Male flowers: Stamens 4-many (usually 16),
attached to the base of the corolla or hypogynous; filaments in pairs,
or variously connate, or free; anthers linear or lanceolate. Ovary
rudimentary or 0. Female flowers: Staminodes 0-16* Ovary
conical or globose, 4-10-celled; ovules solitary (rarely 2) in eacli

